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Ghost scene, this time without the bench L The wind is
heard again The flourish and cannon off are done on a
distant wailing elfin note Hamlet, Hoiatio, and Marcellus.
all show a momentary start, their nerves on edge 'What
does this mean, my lord?J Then Hamlet laughs bitterly and
explains This flourish and cannon come shortly before the
Ghost's entrance, which follows the sooner thiough our
cutting Hamlet's long speech, and also throws forward to
similar effects m the last scene Its peculiar significance is.
enhanced by delicately relating it to the Ghost from the
start Also, like the whining \vind, the bugle and cannon
stnke a balance somewhere between music and tempest
which suits exactly the enigmatic natui e of the Ghost The
Ghost enters this time do\\n R Hamlet ciosses C, Icivmg-
Horatio and Marcellus L, and addresses it His speech is
subtly varied You start with awe, amaze, love (m the word
'father') then a pause, awaiting an answei *O answer me '*
Now agony, pathos ('quietly murned5), and another pause
after ecerements' Now almost hysteria, a mind disti aught,
violent The Ghost beckons Hamlet half turns back, in-
decisive, at clt will not speak then will I follow it\ is rnoie
determined at *It waves me forth again, PII follow it\ and
is violently so at 'It waves me still Go on, PII follow thee*
Notice the contrasts He now breaks from Horatio and
Marcellus at *Unhand me, gentlemen', throwing them back
far L and spungmg R himself, drawing his sword Next, 'By
heaven, I'll make a ghost of him that lets me1' llu Ghost
has been moving up while making his successive gestures,
and is now RC, Hamlet down R Hamlet has broken from
the world of his companions to join that of the Ghost his
struggle with Horatio and Marcellus is most important
and must be clearly seen, and his breaking fiom them
R must make a new significant picture Hamlet now
goes up R far into the Ghost area, and says, *Go on, 111
follow thee\ the new emphasis on 'thee' marking Hamlet's
sense of allegiance to the Ghost Both exit L up G behind
the curtain